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plainly that they could not expect to coerce the
course of population in favor of their own section.
The whole speech was conceived in the broadest
and wisest spirit, and marks another step in the
development, of Mr. Webster as a national states-
man. It increased his reputation, and brought to
him a great accession of popularity in the West.

The measure which he carried through was the
famous " Crimes Act," perhaps the best monu-
ment that there is of his legislative and construc-
tive ability. The criminal law of the United
States had scarcely been touched since the days of
the first Congress, and was very defective and un-
satisfactory. Mr. Webster's first task, in which
he received most essential and valuable though
unacknowledged assistance from Judge Story, was
i ,                  to codify and digest the whole body of criminal

law. This done, the hardly less difficult under-
taking followed of carrying the measure through
Congress. In the latter, Mr. Webster, by his
skill in debate and familiarity with his subject,
and by his influence in the House, was perfectly
successful. That he and Judge Story did their
work well in perfecting the bill is shown by the
admirable manner in which the Act stood the test
of time and experience.

When the new Congress came together in 1825,
Mr. Webster at once turned his attention to the
improvement of the Judiciary, which he had been
obliged to postpone in order to ward off the attacks